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P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C:   Amen.

P: Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, we are clothed with

God’s mercy and forgiveness. Let us give thanks for the gift of
baptism.

C: We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit 

moved over the waters and by your Word you created the
world, calling forth life in which you took delight.

P: Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his
family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery
into freedom. At the river your Son was baptized by John and
anointed with the Holy Spirit. By water and your Word you claim
us as daughters and sons, making us heirs of your promise and
servants of all.

C: We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, and above

all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. Shower
us with your Spirit, and renew our lives with your forgiveness,
grace, and love.

P: To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord in

the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.

C: Amen.

OPENING HYMN Jesus Calls Us, O’er the Tumult                  #696

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: Let us pray.
A brief silence is kept before the prayer.

Gracious God, you have placed within the hearts of all your
children a longing for your word and a hunger for your truth. Grant
that we may know your Son to be the true bread of heaven and
share this bread with all the world, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

The assembly is seated.

FIRST READING: 2 Kings 4:42-44
Today’s reading is part of a larger section of 2 Kings that describes the miracles of Elisha, the

successor to Elijah. Here the prophet gives food to a hungry crowd. Though there is not

enough food to go around, Elisha trusts God, who provides enough and even more to satisfy

the need.

A: A Reading from Kings
 
42A man came from Baal-shalishah, bringing food from the first fruits
to Elisha, the man of God: twenty loaves of barley and fresh ears of
grain in his sack. Elisha said, “Give it to the people and let them eat.”
43But his servant said, “How can I set this before a hundred people?” So
he repeated, “Give it to the people and let them eat, for thus says the
Lord, ‘They shall eat and have some left.’” 44He set it before them, they
ate, and had some left, according to the word of the Lord.
The word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 3:14-21
We have been rooted and grounded in the love of Christ, which surpasses all human
knowledge. Because Christ dwells in our hearts, our lives are continuously strengthened and
empowered by the ongoing presence of the Spirit.

A: A Reading from Ephesians

14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 15from whom every
family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 16I pray that, according to
the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in
your inner being with power through his Spirit, 17and that Christ may
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and
grounded in love. 
18I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints,
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what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the
love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with
all the fullness of God.
  20Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to
accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, 21to
him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations,
forever and ever. Amen.
The word of God, word of life.
C:  Thanks be to God.

The assembly stands to welcome the gospel.

P: The holy gospel according to St. John.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL: John 6:1-21
In John’s gospel, the miracles of Jesus are called “signs,” because they reveal the true
character of God. As such, they remain within the mystery of God and cannot be brought under
human control.
1Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea
of Tiberias. 2A large crowd kept following him, because they saw the
signs that he was doing for the sick. 3Jesus went up the mountain and
sat down there with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the festival of the
Jews, was near. 5When he looked up and saw a large crowd coming
toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread for these
people to eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he
was going to do. 7Philip answered him, “Six months’ wages would not
buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples,
Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who
has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many
people?” 10Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was a
great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about five thousand
in all. 11Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he
distributed them to those who were seated; so also the fish, as much as
they wanted. 12When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, “Gather
up the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” 13So they
gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five barley loaves, left
by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. 
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14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they began to say,
“This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.”
  15When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by
force to make him king, he withdrew again to the mountain by himself.
   16When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, 17got into
a boat, and started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and
Jesus had not yet come to them. 18The sea became rough because a
strong wind was blowing. 19When they had rowed about three or four
miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and
they were terrified. 20But he said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.”
21Then they wanted to take him into the boat, and immediately the boat
reached the land toward which they were going.
The gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

The assembly is seated.

SERMON
Silence for reflection follows the sermon. 

Just  A  s    I   A   m  ,   W    i t h  o  u  t   O   n  e    P  l e  a                                     by William Bradbury

Flute Solo

CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
(Petition Response to “Lord, in your mercy”:  Hear our prayer.)

PEACE
The presiding minister and the assembly greet each other in the peace
of the Lord.

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.
The people may greet one another with a sign of the Lord’s peace, and may
say, “Peace be with you,” or similar words.

The assembly is seated.

OFFERING
An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, including the care of
those in need.

OFFERTORY Here I Am Lord

Flute and Piano 
  
OFFERING PRAYER
C: Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING
P:  The Lord be with you
C: And also with you
P: Lift up your hearts
C: We lift them to the Lord
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
C: It is right to give thanks and praise.
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER (Pastor)

LORD’S PRAYER
C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

Please be seated.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament are invited to
come forward to receive. Follow the instructions of the ushers.  Children
who have not yet received first communion instruction are invited to come
forward for a blessing. Come forward as indicated by the Pastor.  If you are
not comfortable receiving at this time that is completely understandable.

COMMUNION HYMN  You Satisfy the Hungry Heart #484

POST COMMUNION BLESSING    
Please stand.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Response after the Prayer  C: Amen.

BLESSING
P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in
harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
C:  Amen.
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing,
so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.
C:  Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN Love Divine, All Love Excelling #631
  
DISMISSAL
P:  Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C:  Thanks be to God.
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The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost
July 25, 2021

   

We Welcome all visitors to our services. Please introduce yourself and
sign our guest book on the desk in the Sanctuary.

Parents with Restless Children may wish to move to the Library
where a loudspeaker has been installed so that they may continue to
follow the service in more comfortable surroundings.

The Altar Flowers today are given to the glory of God and in memory
of Charles Weibert, on his birthday anniversary, by Carol and Jeff
Shoemaker.

 

Serving Today

Altar Guild:   Eileen Colton, Lilly Ann Munnich, Carol Shoemaker, 
   Claudia Gross, Terry Ciro

Counters:    Jerry Fitzgerald, Jan Eastlund, John Eastlund
Usher:    Roger Ohlander

 Nicole Nicholson, Director of Music
Christopher Sahar, Organist

 Christian DeRuiter, Church Business Administrator
Roxanne Toomey, Deacon
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Announcements for the Week of 
July 25, 2021

Our Christian Nursery School is now offering open enrollment
for our 2021 fall classes!  Following Covid safety guidelines to
keep your child safe, our nursery school is the perfect learning
environment for your child. They will be sure to love our academic
classes, music classes, arts & crafts, library, computer room and
Science lessons. If you are interested, or know of someone who is
interested in enrolling their child(ren) please contact the Nursery
School Director, Dana Antonette, at (516) 679-8425 for a tour
appointment.

The following people are on our prayer list ~ we especially
remember them in our prayers today ~
Jose Alves, Tom Anderson, Ellen Bacotti, Debbie Becker, James
Cathcart, Danielle Chillemi, Donna Chillemi, Ann Curtis, Marge
Dahlberg, Mike Dauth, Travis Gentile, Betty Gibberman, Barbara
Grieser, Mary Lynn Kirby, Florence Kirch, Janet McShea, William
McShea, James Pallas, Gary Proce, Barbara Proce, Eunice Rischan,
George Steele, Marylou Steele, Natalie Stone, James Toomey, Saul
Wein, Kathy Wicks, Karen Klose, Jimmy, Kay Charon, Jerry
Fitzgerald, Suzanne Marshall, Elise Sheridan, Bob, Helga Richert,
Carol Gallagher, George Kremer, Alex & Meg Edwards, Charlie
Fisher, Janet Veltri.

We would appreciate your keeping us updated and let us know
of any changes.  If you have any changes or if you would like to add
someone to the list who is in need of prayers, please call the church
office at 516-221-3286.

An in-person AAA Driver Improvement class, to be held on
Saturday, August 28, in Room 2000, from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,
with a one-hour lunch. The $30 fee for this course includes all
materials. Checks should be made payable to “AAA New York” and
brought to class. Please see Regina Coons for more information.
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ST. JOHN’S FOOD PANTRY

Facial tissues, juice, Dish soap, cookies, coffee, egg noodles, wide,
canned tomatoes, cooking oil (48 oz), stew, chili with beans, salad

dressing, mayonnaise.

Please check the expiration dates on the packaged foods before you
donate the item!

YOUR DONATIONS ARE VERY MUCH APPRECIATED. 
THANK YOU!

Reminder ~ Thrift Shop Hours: 

Friday ~ 9am - 3pm

10

Weekly Calendar

Sun.   9:00am  The Ninth Sunday After Pentecost ~
 Worship Service

Tue.    9am - 12pm Nursery School Summer Program
  8:00pm   AA Meeting

Wed.  9am - 12pm  Nursery School Summer Program
Thurs. 9am - 12pm Nursery School Summer Program

  10am   TOPS Meeting
Fri.     9am - 3pm    THRIFT SHOP

    7 & 8:15pm  AA Meeting
Sat.   7:45 & 8:15pm  AA Meeting
Sun.    9:00am    The Tenth Sunday After                                     

    Pentecost  ~ Worship Service
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