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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:

It has been nearly five months since I have been serving our Lord and you as your
Interim Pastor. It has been my pleasure, and the Lord has blessed our time together.
Although I am only officially working half time, I am doing my best to cover all of the main
functions of a full time pastor. This includes doing all of the worship services, taking Holy
Communion to the home bound, teaching confirmation and first communion, writing
weekly news emails, conducting funerals, and speaking regularly to those who are ill and
hurting. I have also made nearly 300 telephone calls letters to members. I am pleased to
say that God has blessed our prayers and these efforts. Our Sunday attendance has
increased 45% since last fall. Our giving is keeping pace with our budgetary needs, and over
$27,000 has been donated to our parsonage refurbishment fund. 

This summer we hope to begin to refurbish the parsonage and to do other much need
capital improvements on other parts of our campus. We also hope to do a congregational
assessment to plot our future as a parish and to determine the qualities we are seeking in a
new, full time pastor. Hopefully, we will have our next pastor by the early part of next year.
I wish to thank the members of the task force who have worked tirelessly on our behalf. I
also wish to thank those who have agreed to serve on the Assessment and Call Committee.

One of the large challenges we face in the future is meeting the increased expense of a
full time pastor. In the fall, the Church Council will need to decide how we will accomplish
this. 

Wishing you a nice summer of renewed activates. Both the Lord and I look forward to
greeting you at worship at 9 am every Sunday this summer. 

God loves you and so do I,
Pastor Krahn



    Parish Register
MEMORIALS

Sanctuary

In Honor of: Doris Gannon’s birthday
Given by: Regina Coons
 

Property Improvement &
Maintenance

In Honor of: Doris Gannon’s birthday
Given by: Lynn & Leroy Deere

In Memory of: Kenneth Sparke
Given by: Craig Sparke

FROM MEMBER CRAIG SPARKE, ON THE
PASSING OF HIS UNCLE KENNETH SPARKE:

Kenneth had been a member of Christ Lutheran
Church since its inception, originating with St. John’s
of Jerusalem on Wantagh Avenue.

Kenneth is survived by his wife, Dorothy, who
currently resides in Southern Pines, North Carolina
and by his son, Kevin, who also resides in North
Carolina. Kenneth passed away on May 15, 2021 ,
he was 92. 

Address: 514 East New Jersey Avenue., Apt. 5121,
Southern Pines, NC 28387. 

Email: kdsparke@penickvillage.org.

Uncle Kenneth grew up on his parents’ farm on
Seaman Neck Road, Island Trees, New York, with
parents MARIE and BIRDSALL Sparke, with his
brothers Harold and Warren, with Kenneth as the
youngest.

Kenneth and Dorothy moved to North Carolina upon
retirement with other members of the neighborhood
on Lufberry Avenue, Wantagh, NY, and they still
have some of those friends, plus new ones, at Penick
Village Retirement Community, North Carolina.
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Prayer List

The following people are on our Prayer List.   We
remember them in our prayers ~ 
Jose Alves, Tom Anderson, Ellen Bacotti, Debbie
Becker, James Cathcart, Danielle Chillemi, Donna
Chillemi, Ann Curtis, Marge Dahlberg, Mike
Dauth, Travis Gentile, Betty Gibberman, Barbara
Grieser, Mary Lynn Kirby, Florence Kirch, Janet &
William McShea, James Pallas, Gary Proce,
Barbara Proce, Eunice Rischan, George Steele,
Marylou Steele, Natalie Stone, James Toomey,
Saul Wein, Kathy Wicks, Karen Klose, Jimmy, 
Kay Charon, Jerry Fitzgerald, Suzanne Marshall,
Elise Sheridan, Flynn James, Carol Gallagher,
George Balduf, George Kremer, Alex & Meg
Edwards.

We ask that you please keep us updated and let us
know of any changes.  If you would like to add
someone to the prayer list who is in need of prayers,
please call the church office at 221-3286 or email
church@clcwantagh.org.

Good News and Blessings
June Birthdays
6/4 Danette Fitzgerald
6/4 Joseph Scibelli
6/6 June Anderson Fahey
6/19 Nancy Gephardt
6/19 Breanna Bowdish Sheridan 12th 
6/19 Joseph John Corriston   
6/23 Margaret Lorenzen
6/29 Margaret Dahlberg  
6/29 Ralph Pollock

June Anniversaries
6/23 Lynn & Keith Franz  20h 
6/27 Margaret & Jim Bloomfield  18th  
6/29 LuAnn & Joseph Corriston  41st

GOOD NEWS
Roy & Barbara Stone are the proud grandparents 
of their new granddaughter, Taytum Patricia Stone, 
born March 29, 2021, to proud parents Shaun Stone
and Nicole Villone. Congratulations and best 
wishes to all!

mailto:kdsparke@penickvillage.org.
mailto:church@clcwantagh.org.


YOUTH

Reservations are being taken for 3 to 5 year olds
Summer Program, at our Christian Nursery School.
The program runs from July 6h to July 29th.  Please
contact Dana Antonette at 516-679-8425.

CLC Youth

New Adventure Bibles for Children were presented
to 2nd and 3rd graders at Worship service on
Sunday, May 16th. They will be available soon for
sale at $20 apiece to encourage families to read and
grow in Scripture together.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 

Vacation Bible School will be held Monday through
Thursday, June 28-July 1 – 9:00 am - 12:00 Noon. 
For more information, please email Jessica Heron at 
jheron423@yahoo.com or call her at 516-633-9518.

May Church Council Highlights

Parsonage  Refurbishing Fund has received gifts
and pledges in excess of $27,000 thus far. Thank
you to all who have given and pledged so generously
to date!

Attendance in church has been steadily
increasing as more people are getting fully
vaccinated. 

Jan and John Eastlund will be traveling to
Pennsylvania to pick up the  Schulmerich hand
bells, which were refurbished.

Busy times at CLC in the next few weeks. The 2nd
and 3rd graders will be receiving their New
Adventure Bibles for Children on May 16th, First
Communion for James Heron will be held on an
upcoming Sunday and 2 Baptisms will take place on
successive Sundays. Details to follow.
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So we can start Sunday School this September, we
need volunteers for teachers.

We are hoping to have Sunday School and
church start at the same time, with the Sunday
School students returning to the Sanctuary in time for
Communion. 

The Tuesday Retirees submitted a list of items
that need to be completed before the summer.
They are prayerful that younger volunteers will
come forward to assist with more precarious roof
and other Buildings and Grounds tasks and projects.

The new CLC website has been completed! Staff
emails now include: pastor@clcwantagh.org,for
Pastor Krahn,  MusicDirector@clcwantagh.org for
Nicole Nicholson and CNSDirector@clcwantagh.org
for Nursery School Director Dana Antonette.  

The Council thanked Barbara Rath for designing
a new Thrift Shop sign for Wantagh Avenue and
Island Road for posting on Fridays.

Assessment Team will be meeting on May 12 , via
Zoom with Pastor Metlowski from the Synod. 

Lambs given at Baptism and posted on our
Lambs banner will be given back to the 3 year old
children at a ceremony in September, inviting them to
attend the Little Lambs Sunday School class.

Council thanked Dana Antonette for the great job
she is doing as our new Director for the Nursery
School. The Summer Program for 3 to 5 year olds
will be held from July 6 to July 29. Openings are still
available. Graduation “Moving Up” plans are being
finalized.

New logo for CLC was approved!
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Graduate Recognition
Sunday, June 27, 2021

On Sunday, June 27, we will be recognizing our
High School & College graduates! Please return
the form below no later than Monday, June 21  so
they may be included in the Sunday, June 27
bulletin.

Name of Graduate:

____________________________________ 

Graduating from:

____________________________________ 

College will be attending:

____________________________________ 

Career/Work after graduation:

____________________________________ 

Special Awards, etc.:

__________________________________________
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The Food Pantry at St. John’s Lutheran
Church in Merrick is in need of the

following items:

Facial tissues, juice, Dish soap, cookies,
coffee, egg noodles, wide, 

canned tomatoes, cooking oil (48 oz),
stew, chili with beans, salad dressing,

mayonnaise.

The collection bins are in the hallway outside the
 Library.  Please check your donations for expiration
dates.  Thank you.  All donations are very much
appreciated.

Should you need food, please call the church office
at St. Johns Lutheran Church,  Merrick (516-379-
3858) to arrange to receive needed items.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------

THRIVENT FINANCIAL

For years our congregation has provided personal care
and other kits to Lutheran World Relief to help people
who are victims of natural disasters or political
upheaval. Once again we  are planning to work on
making personal care kits with WELCA as soon as we
can acquire enough bath towels. We are in need of
donations of dark-colored bath towels to use to wrap up
the bars of soap, toothbrushes, combs and nail clippers
we have already collected. If you can't afford them, it
would still be helpful if you can let Regina Coons, Jan
Eastlund or Lilly Ann Munnich know where we can find
affordable bath towels (around $3 or less). 

We want to thank Thrivent for providing $250 to help
pay for shipping and some towels. We are looking into
working on another Christian Action team project with
WELCA to prepare layettes for LWR later this year.
Listen for announcements of the dates we will be
assembling the kits.
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Christ Lutheran Wantagh History
 THE PINEAPPLE MYSTERY

Back in 1959, as a finishing touch to the new Education
Building, the Council approved and the architect drew
up plans for a Pineapple to be mounted above the door
mantle under the newly constructed cross. The full size
“Welcome” Pineapple was cut in half and one half is
still in place today, 62 years later. 

The other half of the Pineapple, in its natural wood
state, was last seen and remembered in the 70s or 80s
being used as a “door stop” at the foot of the Church
office door. From there it has completely disappeared
from sight. It was brought to mind when the original
Pineapple drawing and Cross specifications were
uncovered in some old files above Room 2000. If
anyone has knowledge of the missing Pineapple half,
please let us know. 

MARCHING FORTH FROM HISTORY
A revived CLC tradition! 

Please consider participating in the Wantagh 4th of
July Parade, under the banner of Christ Lutheran

Church. Contact the church office to get involved:
church@clcwantagh.org or (516) 221-3286. Stay tuned
for more details!
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BEQUESTS
How Much Did He Leave?

Jesus tells us that upon earth we are in charge
of things that are not really ours. We cannot
take them with us when we die.

Someone inquired about Howard Hughes’ will.
“How much did he leave?” they asked.

“He left it all,” they answered. “He did not take
any of it with him.”

None of us ever do. What we have is only lent
to us. We are a steward of it., manager of it, an
accountant for it, an agent for another. It is not
permanently ours because we are not
permanently here.

We encourage you to remember God’s work at
Christ Lutheran Church that will continue
beyond your life. Put Christ into your will. 

REMINDER

Our Thrift Shop is open: 
Fridays - 9:00 am - 3:00 pm
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PROPERTY REPORT – JUNE 2021

  Our Small Aging Retiree Group has resumed our Pre-Pandemic activities
and has now caught up with most of the items on the To-Do list.

Our activities recently have included:

- We continued our building wide vinyl window refurbishment project
in the Library and Loggia Cleaning the Glass and lubricating the
sashes.

- We re-arranged the Library tables/chairs found to be in the way of the
Altar guild workers and Closet Ladder removal.

- We stored the new Parsonage Smoke Detectors/CO unit for when
required.

- We replaced numerous small screwdrivers near the hands free battery
compartments, for future need.

- We thank Roger and Doris for refurbishing and recovering the
Communion covers.

- Re-Keyed the Music room for better control and provided extra keys.

- We activated the Steinbicker Basement and Room 10 De-
Humidifiers.

- We activated the Wall A/C units in Rooms 2000 and 20.
- We monitored a property wide “energy survey” by a PSEG contractor,

and we await their findings and recommendations.
- We moved the flower stands to storage after Easter use.
- We re-oriented and refastened the cover over the Boiler room stairs,

dislodged in a past windstorm.
- We replaced a few Fluorescents on the education buildings main floor.

- We mounted the new Steinbicker kitchen permit in its holder.
- We re-screened four ripped windows screens.
- We opened the Parsonage and Church Lawn Sprinkler system.
- We turned off the heat in the Parsonage.
- We added additional door hardware to the thrift shop intake shed.
- We installed the hoses on the outside bibs.
- We set-up the Sanctuary for a funeral, and restored it back, afterwards.

Retiree Group
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THINGS TO DO

            See Roger, Bob R, Bill, Craig, or Bob H. if you can help:
*Clean the ceiling light covers in room 10 and 2000.
*Paint the Sliding Closet doors in the Gym South access area.
*Power Wash the front Steinbicker stairway, north 10-20 wall, etc
“greens”,
*Scrape and Paint the white/bare trim above the Library and 2000
kitchenette.
*Arrange to grow grass on the East side of Steinbicker. Stones to pit?,
Topsoil?, Sod?, Labor.
*Repair numerous Cement issues around the property. (Stairs, Pointing,
Washes, loose items, price professional intervention?).
*Prepare/Paint the outside Room 20 North window frame
(Professional?).
*Clean and refurbish the vinyl replacement windows all around,
checking for smooth operation, weather stripping and locking capability.
(WKG)
*Research and arrange for a “Seal coating” and re-striping of the
parking lot and the Parsonage driveway. (Spring)
* Activate roof top A/C units and coordinated Thermostats. (WKG)
* Activate the church and Parsonage lawn Sprinkler systems.
* Touch up the Roof top Air duct “Rust spots” with Silver paint on
hand.
* Re-tar around the intermittent leaking south most sanctuary AC duct.
* Refurbish Communion tables and replace the “red” felt shelf
covers. (CMPLT)
* Replace the broken NS window track hardware during a NS break.
* Repair numerous Steinbicker building Screens. (CMPLT)
* Drain the Boiler #2 expansion tank when the heat is shut off.

- The Parking lot needs to be “Seal coated”. The parking lot was paved
and striped in 2016 ($18,930) and “Seal coated” and re-striped in 2016
($2200). It was done by “Classic Sealcoating” in Wantagh

- The Parsonage driveway was enlarged and paved in 2017 ($4250).
Nothing has been done since and it needs to be “Seal coated” also.

- The far south sanctuary ceiling duct is leaking occasionally in heavy
rain. It needs to be “Tarred” around the base of that one. I used “Leak
Stoppers” for all the flat roofs and other leak issues.
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- The Roof top A/C units need to have the filters changed and
“Summerized” by checking the belts, vacuuming, and rousting any
critters/nests. It is getting harder for the aging retirees to get up there to
do it. We have the filters but need younger assistance to do the work
which is not too difficult. I can’t see calling Apple A/C for house call
and the expense.

- There are numerous Cement/walkway projects to do.
- The “Greens” need to be power washed away.
- The outside of the North Room 20 window needs a good scrapping and

painting.
- The NS floors are usually waxed in the summer by the custodian. I

don’t get involved with their plans.
- The Retirees could really use help from younger volunteers for more

precarious work, such roof work. Please see Roger for an offer of help
and ministry.

Research for Potential Projects

* Research and report on the possibility of Siding on the 10/20
building.
* Research the installation of white vinyl ornate trim covering
(Pilasters/Door Surrounds) in the front area outside the Sanctuary in
lieu of continuously painting.
* Research the possibility of new lighting for the Sanctuary.
* Research the replacement of the wine stained Altar Carpeting.
* Research extending the lawn sprinkler to cover the East side of
Steinbicker after grass restoration.
* Research installing Solar panels for electric on the Steinbicker
building.
* Survey and Research all cement sidewalks, steps, ramps, and washes
for professional intervention.
* Research having the lower two Steinbicker NS classroom Floor tiles
removed, floor sealed and re-tiled; or carpeted over. (NS issue)
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Jun 2021 (Eastern Time - New York)Christ Lutheran Church Wantagh, Holidays in United States
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9am -  Worship

10:15am -  Confirmation 

Memoria l  Day

Office & School closed

7:30pm - Trans. Task Force 9am - Thrift Shop @ Room 

9am -  Worship

10:15am -  Confirmation 

7:30pm - Trans. Task Force 9am - Thrift Shop @ Room 

9am -  Worship

10am - Cong. Meeting @ 

10:15am -  Confirmation 

7pm - Worship & Music

8pm - Council Meeting @ 

7:30pm - Trans. Task Force 9am - Thrift Shop @ Room Juneteenth

Father 's Day

9am -  Worship

10:15am -  Confirmation 

7:30pm - Trans. Task Force 9am - Thrift Shop @ Room 

9am -  Worship 9am - Vacation Bible School

7:30pm - Trans. Task Force 

Sun M o n T u e W e d Thu Fr i S a t



JUNE 2021 
WORSHIP DATES

USHERS ALTAR
GUILD

Flower
Delivery

Acolytes
&

*Crucifers
Counters Greeters

Coffee
Hosts9:00

Sun., June 6, 2021 
2nd Sunday After Pentecost 
9:00 am - Worship

(Green)

E. Colton/L.A.
Munnich’s Group

J. FITZGERALD
J. Eastlund
J. Eastlund

Sun., June 13, 2021  
3rd Sunday after Pentecost            
9:00am-Worship  

(Green)

R. OHLANDER
B. Henderson
M Soethout
J. Fahey

Sun., June 20, 2021 
4th Sunday after Pentecost/
Father's Day           
9:00am-Worship  

(Green)

H. Vogel
J. Gross
R. Ahearn

Sun.,June 27, 2021 
5th Sunday After Pentecost/
Graduate Recognition
9:00am -Worship       

(Green)

B. Rath’s Group

R. Ohlander
D. Ohlander
B.Rath
B. Rath

E. Colton/L.A.
Munnich’s Group

D. Ohlander's
Group

Sun.,July 4, 2021 
6th Sunday After Pentecost/
Independence Day
9:00am -Worship       

(Green)

D. Ohlander's 
Group

R. OHLANDER
b. Henderson
M. Soethout
J. Fahey 



FATHER'S DAY, JUNE 20, 2021

2X4 SUNDAY 

MAKE FATHER'S DAY SPECIAL! Have you started searching for that 

special Father's Day gift yet? Are you looking for a way to honor or 

remember your father, grandfather or a special man in your life? 

We are providing you with a unique opportunity to show your love. It is called 

2x4 Sunday. For each donation of $5.00, the names of those being honored or 

remembered will be listed in the Sunday bulletin on Father's Day and a listing 

of the names will be posted in the Narthex. All money collected will be 

donated to the Habitat for Humanity to purchase supplies for the homes 

that are being built in the Suffolk area. 

If you are interested, please fill out the tear-off sheet below and return to 

the Church office by Sunday, June 13. Make checks payable to 

Christ Lutheran Church and indicate on memo line donation is for 2x4 

Sunday. Thank you! 

:}<------------------:}<----------------:}<-----------------:}<------------------ :}<-----

Env. # ----

FATHER'S DAY - 2X4 

June 20, 2021

Donation Given By: ____________________ _ 

In Honor of: ______________________ _ 

In Memory of: _______________________ _ 

# of Donations: ___________ _ 

Amount Enclosed:$ 
----------

Please return form and check to Church office - 3384 Island 
Rd., Wantagh, NY 11793 by Sunday, June 13.





MaY Nursery School News 

We are happy to welcome the month of May with sunny skies and warmer weather! April 

was such an exciting month here at the Nursery School. The children are loving the time 

they get to spend outdoors exploring nature and the flowers blooming all around them. 

The children learned all about Earth Day and ways they can help reduce, recycle and reuse 

items in their home. 

The pre-nursery classes have been busy planting marigolds, string beans and grass from 

seeds this month! They have been learning all about the different kinds of bugs they will

start seeing outside, and all about the May flowers that will be blooming now thanks to the 

April showers we had. They have been very busy learning new songs, numbers, letters, and 

colors each week! 

The Three-year-old classes have been having so much fun crafting their own caterpillars, 

butterflies, ladybugs and bumble bees, oh my! Their cutting, pasting and painting is 

improving with every day! The children loved exploring nature and learning all about Earth 

Day. They have been singing so many new wonderful spring songs this month! "Bringing 

Home a Baby Bumble Bee" and "Flitter, Flutter Butterfly", are their 

favorites! 

These children are way ahead of the game with all the numbers and letters that they 

already know! 

The four-year-old classes went on nature walks, made some bird feeders out of paper 

towel rolls and planted bean plants that they sprouted into potato chip containers that we 

found a way to reuse. What better way to learn about nature than to get up close with it! 

The children have some new classroom pets! Caterpillars! We are learning all about the life 

cycles of butterflies and the children love studying their changes each day! They look 

forward to releasing them when they emerge from their chrysalis. 
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Coming in June . . . . 

Wed., June 11 – SPIRE Deadline

Sun., June 13 – Congregation Meeting

Mon., June 14 – Council Meeting

Sun., June 20 – Father’s Day

Thurs., June 24 – SPIRE Mailing

Mon., June 28 to Thurs., July 1 - Vacation Bible School


	June 2021 Spire header
	JUNE 2021 SPIRE



